
October 15, 2004

Ventura Parks and Recreation commission
501 Pol i  St .
Ventura,  CA 93001
Ken Magdafeno, Chair
Sharon Troff
Suz Montgomery-Hart
Bi l f  Va rela
Ed Wehan
Jirn White
Judy Devine.  Communi ty  Serv ice
Mike Montoya,  parks Manager

Ladies and Gent lemen,

My narne is  Susana Cal lenderArce and l res ide in  Oja i .  f  amassistant principal of Nordhoff High School and a past commissionerof the Ojai Cultural Heritage Board.

I am a 7'n generation Ventura/santa Ba rbara resident, my earl iestancestor having come from Mexico to Santa Barbara as a soldier in1781 '  I  am a descendant of Fernando Tico, the grantee of Ranchoojai and Jose Ramon Rodrig uez, the grantee of Rancho sanMiguel i to.

I  am interestedjn the preservation and recognit ion of the park whichwas known as St. Mary's Cemetery. There j frorld be some indicationof the park's origins on the site and acknowfedgment of the fact thatover 2s00 peopfe are buried there. Many of th5se p.opL weremembers of my famif y - the Ticos, Elwelf s, Rodriguezer - und otherswere f amily friends. The fact that the headstones have beenabandoned andlor destroyed is unacceptabfe. There shoufd beimmediate attempts to focate and secure these headstones in orderto restore this important historical landm ark.

I have confidence that wisdom wil f  prevaif in this rnatter and that ourrich heritage wiff be preserved.



Sincerely ,

Susana C. Arce

Cc: Ventura City Council


